
Springtime Renewal 

 Each year the grass, trees, flowers and all sorts of beautiful things 

renew their beauty. Our faith is the same way. We journey through the 
season of Lent, trying to teach ourselves, or better yet, let ourselves be 

taught, discipline and faithfulness. After this journey we experience the 

exuberant joy of Easter.  

 But just as flowers and all living things bloom for a season, our 

Easter joy should not be confined to a day, but should echo for a season. 

Do those around us know that we know that Jesus is risen? God wants us 

to understand that heaven begins now. God is choosing to be with us to-

day. Contrary to the popular song God is not ówatching us from a dis-

tanceô; rather, He is in our hearts. He should be also on our lips in songs 

of praise and in smiles of love.  

Allow Jesus to permeate your life. Rejoice in the Resurrection. Be glad 

and know that God is with you. 
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NEWSLETTER NAME - OUR BLESSED VOICES  

The Stewardship Com-

mittee would like to 

thank everyone who 

took the time to submit 

names for the newslet-

ter. 

After looking over the 

names that were submit-

ted we were faced with 

the difficult decision of 

selecting a name.  There 

were so many good 

names to choose from 

the Committee was un-

able to decide on just 

one, so we ended up 

combining a couple of 

the submitted names to 

come up with Our 

Blessed Voices. 

We canõt give just one 

person credit for the 

name, it was developed 

from the inspiration of 

several contributions.  

So the new name of Our 

Blessed Voices is appro-

priately named since it 

came from many voices.  

Thank you again to all 

who submitted names 

and well done. 
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Special Points of Interest:  

¶ The 2nd Annual Corpus Christi Procession is June 14th 

¶ Totus Tuus starts June 28th 

¶ There are 26 tulips in this newsletter, can you find them? 
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Have you ever wondered what ñCCDò means?   

 

 The Confraternity of Christian Doctrine  is commonly referred to by its abbreviation, CCD, or simply as 

ñCatechism,ò which provides religious education to Catholic children attending secular schools.   Similar to  

childrenôs Sunday school in Protestant churches, CCD education is provided by both members of the clergy and  

volunteer lay staff.   CCD not only educates children about Jesus and the Catholic faith but prepares children to  

receive the sacraments of reconciliation (confession), Holy Communion and prepares them for Confirmation. 

 CCD attendance is considered by Vatican officials to be vital to childrenôs development as Catholics and by 

virtue of Baptism we have been entrusted by God to teach our children in the faith of the Catholic Church.  

 

A quote from Pope John Paul II about teaching the faith to young people illustrates this wonderfully: 

 

 ñCatechesis is necessary both for the maturation of the faith of Christians and for their witness in the  

    world - it is aimed at bringing Christians to "attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 

   the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ".[55]  

 

It is also aimed at making them prepared to make a defense to anyone who calls them to account for the hope that is 

in them.   CATECHESI TRADENDAE (On Catechesis In Our Time) 1979 by Pope John Paul II. 

 

The goal of the CCD Program is to assist parents in their task of instructing children in the Catholic faith - our  

beliefs, values and practices and strives to assist parents in teaching our children what it means to be a follower of 

Jesus.  

 

The Blessed Sacrament CCD Program currently offers instruction for grades 1 through 8.  Classes begin in late Au-

gust and are held weekly until late May, just before public school is dismissed for the summer.   The CCD schedule 

is mirrored to follow the Lincoln Public Schools (LPS) academic calendar and thus classes are not held when LPS is 

not in session.  

 

The program of instruction presents the concepts of God, the Commandments, the Sacraments, Works of 

Mercy, Mary, Saints and the Church in a manner appropriate to the children's level of understanding. 

The program also encourages service and stewardship to the Christian community.    
         

     continued on page 7 
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 CCD students who volunteered during the Ladles of Love fund 

raiser in 2002  are shown presenting  a check to a Friendship 

Home representative.   



 What a grand evening it was for the 183 people that attended the 2009 Table for Ten on February 21st. The 

theme for the evening was And the Winner isé which was our version of an Academy Awards party. And the timing 

could not have been better. Our party was on Saturday the 21st and Hollywoodôs was on Sunday the 22nd. 

 Once again, Cheryl Johnson was the chairperson for the event. Her committee members included Mary Baker, 

Deb Cabela, Joyce Colombe, Angela Davenport, Sharon Kresse, Dan Mulligan, Rosemary Peatrowsky and Lori Wilson. 

They covered every detail from setting the theme, planning the menu and even laid out a red carpet entrance for the 

guests. 

 Table for Ten is held annually to raise money for the Blessed Sacrament Endowment Fund. A portion of the 

$75 per person ticket is used to cover the cost of the meal and entertainment. The remainder goes right to the endow-

ment fund. That plus the thousands of dollars of corporate and private donations created a deposit of approximately 

$9000 this year. This year we received donations from Russ and Anita Raybould, Wal-Mart, Peed Foundation, Blessed 

Sacrament Knights of Columbus, Keith and Catherine Rokke, John and Nancy Kopischke, Colleen Gerleman, Tom and 

Deb Cabela, Mike & Jessica Reeb, Chester and Ida Lim and Mike and Jan McConnell. A special thank you goes to each 

of them for their generosity. 

 Blessed Sacramentôs Endowment Fund is administered through the Catholic Foundation. To the best of our  

recollection the endowment fund was established in the year 2000 with a 10 year goal of a $100,000. Thanks to years of 

successful Table for Ten events we reached our $100,000 goal in 2007. Because of the conservative investments made, 

our endowment fund has not experienced the negative impact like other stock based investment accounts recently have. 

 The purpose of the Blessed Sacrament Endowment Fund is to use the interest earned to pay school expenses. 

Since our school relies so heavily on the parish for funding, this is a wonderful benefit for our entire parish family. If 

you have never attended, consider doing so next year. It is an eloquent evening that so many of us look forward to each 

year. 

 Planning for the 2010 Table for Ten will begin this summer. Contact Cheryl Johnson or Fr. Sullivan if you 

would like more information, share your ideas, join the committee or attend.  
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Special recognition was given during 2009 Table for Ten to those in 

attendance that attended Blessed Sacrament School. In the picture on 

the left are: (from left to right) - Steph Kerkman Hadden (93), Mary 

Ann Burda (58), John Vestecka (56) Josh Essay (03) Joan Giunta 

Jennings (44), Mary Kruger King (95) and Holly Jennings Kruger (67). 

Each year the table hosts compete for the Best Decorated Table 

Award. This year the winners were Laura Duggan, Vicki Clarke 

and Fran Westfall. They took decorating their table to the extreme. 

They not only decorated their table, they also dressed for the part. 

Pictured are Scott & Vicki Clarke, Susan & Brian Hirt, Laura & 

Mike Duggan, Dawn & Kurt Frazey and Fran & Tom Westfall. 
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Blessed Sacrament Parish Hosts Second Annual Parish-wide Corpus Christi Procession 

 This year on Sunday, June 14th, Blessed Sacrament Parish will gather again for our annual procession 

to honor Our Blessed Lord in the Holy Eucharist as we carry Him in procession through the streets of our   

parish as part of the celebration of our Feast Day, Corpus Christi.  Through the combined efforts of the St. 

Francis Chapel and Blessed Sacrament Church communities we hope to make this a glorious day that truly 

unites our parish in our efforts to glorify the Lord and to proclaim Him King of our hearts and our homes. 

 Thanks is due to many people for the success of last yearôs procession, including the Altar Societies of 

both churches for decorating the temporary altars and hosting the Pot-Luck, the Knights of Columbus for much 

background work and for providing the 4th degree honor guard, Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary, and        

especially Rev. Fr. John Berg, the Superior General of the Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter, who honored us in 

coming from Germany and carrying the monstrance in procession.  Many more people are owed a debt of 

thanks than can be mentioned here, but Our Blessed Lord knows and holds them in His heart. Let us again 

make this a very special celebration of this Solemnity of The Lordôs Body and Blood. 

 As Our Eucharistic Lord condescends each day to make Himself present on our altars through the    

actions of His priests, so on this day, He will condescend to be carried among His people and to impart His 

Blessing upon us, upon our lives, and upon our homes. 

 The procession will begin after the 11:30 Mass, at about 1:00 PM outside of St. Francis Chapel on 12th 

and South streets, with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament at the first of three temporary altars which will 

be used for the occasion. We will then process through the streets and parks from St. Francis Chapel to Blessed 

Sacrament Church, stopping for Benediction twice more along the way. The procession will finish at the main 

altar of Blessed Sacrament Church with a closing Benediction and dismissal. 

 The procession route extends for about a mile through the Southwest neighborhood ï about half of it 

passing through the parks. Those who feel unable to walk the whole way are invited to join us for any part of it 

or for the opening or closing Benediction, or both. 

 Festivities will conclude, as last year, with a Pot-luck dinner in the School Gym.  This year, we have a 

special additional treat.  That weekend we will be hosting a travelling exhibit on Eucharistic Miracles which 

will be available for viewing in the school gym as we eat.  It promises to be a wonderful event and a fitting 

tribute to Our Blessed Lord as he chooses to come among His people. Let us pray for good weather on that  

afternoon! 

The route starts at St. Francis, south corner of 13th and South.  We will proceed down the west side of 13th to 

Lake Street where we will cross over 13th and proceed down Lake to the park. There will have a Benediction 

at the park before following the woodchip path through the park to the southeast corner of Stransky Park. We 

will cross 17th at Harrison, go the pavilion within Stransky Park and have our second benediction.  From there 

we will walk up Perkins to 18th, turn left on Lake and proceed to Blessed Sacrament Church for the final 

Benediction. 



 Spring of 2005: Summer School leader 

Nancy Williams decides to bring a diocesan team 

presenting the Totus Tuus Summer School to the 
Blessed Sacrament grade school and high school 

students. 

Are they going to do crafts?  No 

Is this just a morning program?  No.  It runs from 9 

am to 3 pm 

 Hmmm.  The skeptic in me, having served 

in religious education programs over the years, 

wonders how this program will be successful,     

especially as a summer program.  Read:  The kids 

will be bored to death, act up and drop out. 

 Friends of our family from Denver visit us 

early in June and I mention I'm helping with the 

practical needs of the upcoming program.  And my 

friends, beaming, tell us they are housing two  

seminarians who are team members for the sum-
mer.  My friend talks about how excited and re-

sponsive the kids are in the parishes where this 

team served.  So this program isn't unique to Lin-

coln and maybe it will work. 

 Approximately 65 parish youth, including 

eight high school students, sign up for this parish 

summer school. 

 Do we need name badges for the kids? No.  

We do need rosaries and hymnals available in the 

gym. 

 Monday, opening day of camp in the parish 

gym.  We begin at 9am.  By 9:15 pm the students 

were engaged with funny songs accompanied by 

body moves.  Then quiet.  The team of four ï two 

seminarians and two college age women, begin 

talking about Salvation history and the Joyful Mys-
teries of the Rosary.  The team knows the names of 

the children quickly.  There are age group break 

outs and large group presentations on the Holy  

Sacrifice of the Mass. 

 I see a large group of well behaved, engaged 

kids.  They bring a change of clothes to show      

reverence appropriate for being in the presence of 

the King of Kings at Mass. 

 The number of high school students meeting 

in the evenings grows as the week goes on.  High 

School kids giving up summer nights for adoration 

of the Blessed Sacrament? For going to confession?  

Bringing friends along to ñcome and seeò? 

 At the Wednesday night parish pot luck, the 

young students eagerly surround their leaders.  A 

question brings 20 excited hands in the air, ready to 

respond about all they had been learning that week;          

Salvation History, The Joyful Mysteries of the     

Rosary, and demonstrating their new songs. 

 I have great, amazing memories of that first 

summer here at Blessed Sacrament.  Each year 

since, the story has been repeated. At least half of 

the students have returned from the previous sum-

mer and have brought along friends who haven't had 

this           experience.   

 Each year the numbers have grown.  I can't 

wait to see what happens this year, June 28th to 

July 3rd , when Totus Tuus comes again to Blessed 

Sacrament. 

 This year's registration form will be         

published shortly in the parish bulletin.  Information 

about the history and founding of the Totus Tuus 

Program is available on the web at:  

http://totustuusofwichita.org. 
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 Some people cringe when they hear the word Stewardship. It can be defined so many ways and 

unfortunately several people define it as a burden. But it isnôt, Stewardship is a wonderful experience. 

The Lord has given us each so many talents and Stewardship is a perfect avenue for us to use those     

talents. Stewardshipôs best benefit is that you can help get something done for the benefit of others. 

 The Blessed Sacrament Stewardship Committee was established many years ago and still remains 

very active. Our committeeôs goal is to help our parishioners find a place within the parish where they 

belong. To reach our goal, we help spread the word about different activities and organizations within 

the Parish.  We use our talents to help our parishioners use their talents to accomplish many wonderful 

things for our Parish community.  Think of us as talent coordinators. 

 A few of the projects we have completed in the past few years include establishing an Alumni          

Committee that publishes two newsletters each year. We coordinate the Time & Talent campaign and the 

annual Stewardship of Treasure campaign. In 2007, we published the parish directory and coordinated a 

Stewardship Fair. We brought the 7 Steps to Financial Freedom program to our parish in 2008. We are 

in the process of re-establishing our parish newsletter and will soon begin another session of the 7 Steps 

to Financial Freedom program. Our next project is to develop a parish website. This is a big project and 

is going to require some extra help. If you have any advice or talents you would like to share, please call 

Jennifer Nottlemann at 499-4019 or email tomjennifer@hotmail.com. 

 Current Stewardship Committee members include Fr. Sullivan, Fr. Kelly, Paul Dion, Kaylie 

Manshack, Angi McAndrew, Jan McConnell, Jill Muff, Jennifer Nottlemann, Marcia Scott and Gina 

Tanner. We meet on the 2nd Sunday of each month in the schoolôs meeting room at 7:15 pm. Some  

members of our committee attend each meeting, some only attend a few meetings a year. There are no 

obligations of our committee members and strictly voluntary. Please feel free to join us for a meeting 

whenever you like.  

We need your articles and ideas.  

 

You donõt have to be a Pulitzer Prize winning author to submit an article, just 

willing to put pen to paper.  Or if you have an idea for an article but donõt 

want to write it thatõs fine too, just let us know. 

 

If you have an article or an idea for the newsletter please contact Paul Dion at 

pdion86@gmail.com or anyone on the Stewardship Committee. 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE                                   BY JENNIFER NOTTLEMANN 
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Monthly confessions and Masses are an important part of the CCD school year.  The Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass is the central act of Catholic worship.  CCD provides an opportunity 

to not only assist in the enrichment of the childrenôs appreciation in the celebration of the 

Mass but to become even more engaged in worshiping Jesus in the Eucharistic. 

 

The CCD program has been blessed with the support of the Knights of Columbus.   This 

year the Knights of Columbus provided the materials, along with their time and talents, so 

each CCD student could make their very own Rosary.  They also provide personalized 

bibles to every 8th grade student.   

 

When and Where? 

The Blessed Sacrament CCD Program classes are currently held on Wednesday nights 

from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Blessed Sacrament School.  This is a commitment of just 1.5 

hours each week and if thereôs more than one person willing to step in for any given grade 

level, the instructional time can be shared.  All instructional materials are provided with 

additional guidance from Father Sullivan and Father Kelly.  

 

Just think, in approximately 40 hours a year we educate the children of our Parish to know 

and believe that Jesus is the Son of God.  Through education and instruction our children 

learn of his life, work and mission; instilling the belief that they might have life in His 

name and thus build up the Body of Christ.  

 

If you are interested in devoting a small amount of time to our Parish children to teach 

them the love and generosity of the Lord that will carry them all through this life and to 

eternal life with Him, who is the ultimate source of Love, contact Father Sullivan or   

Father Kelly  at the Rectory, 474-4249.  

CCD continued... 
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Blessed Sacrament Church 

1720 Lake Street 

Lincoln, NE 68502 

 

 

If you would like to receive the newsletter via email rather than regular mail please email  

Paul Dion at pdion86@gmail.com and he will add you to the email list. 

By receiving the newsletter via email you are helping the Parish save time and money.  You will also receive the 

newsletter sooner than regular mail.  As long as you have a valid email address and can open a simple .pdf file you 

can receive the newsletter via email. 

Pastor 

Rev. John Sullivan  

 

Assistant Pastor  

Rev. Brendan Kelly 

 

In Residence 

Rev. Casey Porada 

1720 Lake Street 

Lincoln, NE 68502 

Phone: 402-474-4249 
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