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We recently caught up with Darvin (Darv) who is now 
living in Wyoming. We asked him to  
share some of his favorite memories  
of Blessed Sacrament School.   
Here is his story: 
 
In 1945, Darv was a student in the third  
grade at Blessed Sacrament. His family             had 
moved to Lincoln from Hastings where                          
both his parents worked at the Naval  
Ammunition Manufacturing Depot.  
His Dad worked in the maintenance department and  
his mom worked second shift painting the rings  
around the bombs.  
 
When asked the names of his classmates, it is as though 
58 years had not passed since he walked the halls of 
Blessed Sacrament.  With ease Darv shared his 
memories of classmates including;  David Austin, Larry 
Tripe, Bill Frappia, Gary Barrett, Tom Carey, Pat Lane, 
Joe Lohmeier, Annabelle Nemecek, Stan Peters, Donna 
Rinker, Eileen Aksamit, Priscilla Sullivan, John 
Olivetti, Marguerite Carrier, Jim Zimmer, Cornelia 
Smiley, Nancy Tiehen, Sharon Lehr and Helen 
Gourlay.  After graduating from Blessed Sacrament, all 
but one went on to Cathedral High and graduated in 
1954.  They missed attending Pius X High School by 
two years. Pius X opened in October of 1956. 
 
When asked who his favorite teacher(s) was, Darv 
mentioned that during his years at Blessed        
Sacrament he had the Sisters of Mercy for                
every class. The two sisters who stood out in                
his mind were Sister Mary Idell (6th Grade)                 
and Sister Mary Borgia (7th Grade).  Darv               
remembers both being very nice and            
understanding.   

            In this picture: Sister Borgia is on the right.   

                   (Can anyone identify the other sister?)  

 

Darv’s best friend was David Austin. The two walked 
                            home together every day and played  
                            together as their homes were not far  
                            apart.  Darv and David still  
                            communicate via email and see each  
                            other every five years at the  
                            Cathedral class reunion. 
 
                            During his time at Blessed   
                            Sacrament, the new church on 17th 

                                           and Lake Streets was opened as was 
the top floor (7th-8th-9th grades) of the school building.  
Darv added “I’m sure many have forgotten or just 
don’t know that the previous church was located just 
north of 16th and South Streets.   It was turned into our 
basketball practice hall after the new church opened.”  
The original church building still stands in Lincoln. 
 
When asked where life had taken him, Darv 
responded:  “I’m now seventy-one (a new fifty) and 
live in Thermopolis, Wyoming. I’ve lived in Iowa, 
Illinois, Utah and South Dakota. My wife Pat and I 
have nine children between us, my six and her three. 
They are scattered and live in Sherwood, OR, Salt 
Lake City & Holladay, UT, Denver, Golden, & 
Thorton, CO., Wadena, IA, Sumter, SC, Sturgis & 
Belle Fourche, SD. We have eighteen grandchildren 
and one great grandchild. We both are in good health, 
and are both retired now. We attend daily Mass at our 
church here in Thermopolis.” 
 
                   Darv and Pat enjoy traveling and in the  
                   last four years they have visited:  Spain,  
                   London, Paris, Lucerne, Florence, Venice,  
                   Rome, Prague, Saltzburg, Vienna and  
                   Budapest.  Later this year they will go to  
                   China. 
                                                     (continued on page 3) 
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Calendar of Events 07-08 Letter from the Principal 

April 2008 
 
Dear Blessed Sacrament Alumni, 
 
         The end of the school year is always 
a flurry of activity.  We have graduations, 
banquets, field day and parties.  Amid all 
this rush is a quietly beautiful tradition at 
Blessed Sacrament.  May Crowning is 
Tuesday, May 6 at the 8:20 morning Mass.  
May crowning is not elaborate as it used to 
be; but it is just as wonderful. 
         Do you remember Pizza & Pepsi 
parties?  This year I invited 10 students 
each week to have Lunch with the 
Principal.  I served Pizza and Pepsi and 
had a wonderful time sharing stories 
about Blessed Sacrament from long ago.  
By April 8 th  every student had been 
invited.  Pizza & Pepsi lunches were such 
a success that they will return next year.   
Alumni are always welcome. 
 
                 Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
                 Holly Jennings Kruger 
                          Principal 

April 29     Learning Fair 
                 Election of PTA Officers 
 
May 6        May Crowning   
                 8:20 am Mass 
                          
                 Athletic Banquet   
                 6:30 pm in the gym 
 
May 19      8 th  grade graduation  
                 7:00 pm Mass 
         
May 20      Kindergarten Graduation     
                 8:20 am Mass 
         
May 22      Field Day for grades 1-7       
                 12:30 – 2:30 pm 
         
May 23      Last Day of School 
 
June 10     Principal’s Party    
                 5:30 – 7:00 pm 
         
June 23-27        Totus Tuus 

Pictured below for Catholic Schools 
week: (from L to R) Chase Stewart, Colt 
Morrison, Jon Blake.  2nd Graders, Class 
of 2014, Patriotic Day 

Pictured to the left for Catholic Schools 
week: (from L to R) Molly McGuire, 
Nadiyah Stonewall, Anna Boothe.              
3rd Graders, Class of 2013,  
Monochromatic Day 

Do you remember your favorite 
teacher from Blessed Sacrament? 
Hopefully you were inspired by 
someone on staff just like the 
children of our school are today. 
Please consider donating to the 
Forward Fund to help increase our 
teachers salaries. An anonymous 
donor has offered a Forward Funded 
matching gift of $60,000. Together 
we can give back to the teachers 
who give so much to our students. 
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Students enjoyed a week filled with fun and festivities. 
Daily themes gave the students a chance to show their creativity by 
having a Crazy Hat day, Monochromatic Day, Spirit & Jeans Day, 
Hawaiian Day and Patriotic Day. Throughout the week we  
honored our school volunteers with a Mass and a rosary, our staff 
with appreciation notes and a luncheon. We also honored our 
students, Parish and our parents. We fed our souls, minds and 
bodies with the annual Quiz bowl, staff vs. 8th grade volleyball 
game and ended the week with Fun Night including dinner and 
fund raising games.  
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As a final note, Darv mentions that one of the ironies of 
having to walk to and from school all those years ago, is 
that later during his adult life, his parents moved to a 
house on Perkins Blvd. with a back gate that enters onto 
the big playground of Blessed Sacrament!   “Outside of 
that I will always remember the good school years I had 
at Blessed Sacrament.” 
 

We thank Darv for sharing his story with the entire 
Alumni Association.  If you would like to be spotlighted, 
please contact Merry at bs.alumni@hotmail.com.   If you 
are not up to being in the spotlight, we would certainly 
like to hear your unique story or if you have taken “the 
road less traveled.”  Feel free to contact us at the same 
email address. 

“I cannot think of Blessed Sacrament School 
without thinking of the Sisters of Mercy.  I am 
sure my desire to enter religious life came 
from the wonderful example they set.  Not 
only were they fine teachers, they were fun 
and happy women.   
 
In the summer of 2008, I will celebrate 50 
years as a Sister of Charity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary (who taught me at Cathedral 
High).   
 
To the Sisters of Mercy, I say thank you for 
teaching me about God and showing me your 
joy in living in community.  Thanks, too, to 
Monsignor Kraemer, who was there all my 
years of grade and high school and beyond.  I 
made lifelong friends at Blessed Sacrament 
and I am grateful for what the school and 
parish were to me.” 
 
Helen Gourlay, BVM 
Chicago, IL  

“The Road Less Traveled“... 

“I shall be telling this with a sigh  
somewhere ages and ages hence:  
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I,  
I took the one less traveled by,  
And that has made all the difference.” 
                                     -Robert Frost 
 
Is the Road that you are on the one 
that is “less traveled”? Perhaps it is  
one that God has called you to 
follow. For a future article, we are 
interested in knowing which 
Blessed Sacrament Alumni  have 
been called to a life of Religious 
Vocations?  
 
If you or an alumni that you know 
are serving God with a dedicated 
priestly life or religious vocation. 
Please email us at 
bs.alumni@hotmail.com 
 
 

Picture  
from  
Catholic  
Schools  
week (from L to R):  
Jacen Reed, Cameron 
Carney, Chase Stewart.  
2nd Graders, Class of 
2014, Hawaiian Day 
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We thank the following 
alumni who donated a 

total of $9,410 after the         
Fall 2007 Newsletter.  

These donations were used 
to purchase gym event 

chairs, gym chair caddies, 
rectory office chair, 
wireless telephone 
headsets, church 

dehumidifier, school 
tuition and endowment 

donations. 
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Pictured from L – R: Holly 
Kruger-Principal, Samantha 
Morrison, Keegan Sheridan and 
Sonny Lane-Elks Lodge No. 80  
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If you or someone you know is a Commendable Comet, we would like to share their story. 
 Please email us at bs.alumni@hotmail.com 

1��(������1��(������1��(������1��(������
*++2�*++2�*++2�*++2�
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Barry & Cindy Alvarez 
Peggy Apthorpe 
Dennis Baumert 

Patricia Champoux 
James Feather 

Greg & Mary Heidrick 
John Herrod 

Joan Jennings 
Richard Kucera 

Mike & Debbie Murphy 
Jo Ann O’Brien 

Mary Sincebaugh 
Richard & Diane Smith 

Troy Smith 
John Stears 

Mary Kay Talken 
Tracy’s Body Shop 

If we overlooked recognizing 
your contribution, please 

notify Holly Kruger at (402) 
476-6202 or Gina Tanner at 

bs.alumni@hotmail.com 
We apologize for any  
omissions or errors. 
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 Please save your box tops and soup labels 
          Did you know that Blessed Sacrament    
           School can benefit from the General Mills 
           Box Tops for Education program? Since 

2002 our school has raised over $7,000 by our students 
bringing in “box tops” from participating products. You 
can help us raise even more by simply cutting out the 
“BOX TOP” logo and send them to us. For more 
information, visit: www.boxtops4education.com. You 
can also cut the Campbell’s Soup labels. Yes, we still 
collect them. Why not save them up, place them in an 
envelope and mail them to the school.                        
(2500 So. 17th St. Lincoln, Ne. 68502) or if                    
you are still a member of the parish, drop                         
them in the “Box Top” box located in the                      
back of church. 

 

Buy Scrip! 
Buying Scrip is another way to help the school 

raise money. Businesses that you buy from may already 
be participating in the program. We can get a percentage 
of the money you are already spending! It’s that simple. 
For more info, call the school office (402-476-6202) or 
email us: bs.alumni@hotmail.com 

What’s happening at school? 
Many parish and school activities keep Blessed Sacr ament students busy.  

Here is what our future alumni have been up to…  

“Baby Shower for Jesus”  
was held in January. 

This has become an annual chance for the students to 
practice their stewardship of treasure by bringing an 
item suitable for a baby to school and participating in 
a “baby shower”. All of the donations go to Lincoln 
Birthright. Children that choose to attend enjoy 
playing games, unwrapping gifts and filling up on 
cookies and juice. Birthright left with over 240 items 
plus $75.00 cash. Our students have fun giving, 
knowing that others are getting! Sharing your 
“Treasure” of stewardship can never start too early. 

The tradition continues… 
as the Second graders presented  

the Passion Play  
Dressed in their costumes and walking very 

solemn up the church isle, these 2nd graders took their 
dramatic rolls very seriously as they presented “The 
Passion of our Lord” for friends, family and staff. We are 
very lucky to have clergy and staff that help our students 
understand why we celebrate Easter. 

March was a busy month for Sacraments: 
 

Before Easter, Bishop Bruskewitz  
confirmed 42 children. 
 
The week after Easter, 54 children received their 1st 
Holy Communion, of which 38 were from our school      
                 and 16 from the CCD program.  Please keep 
                 all these children in your prayers. 
 

May graduations send students on their way. 
 
Kindergarten graduation is set for the May 20th at the 
8:20 am mass. 
 
The 8th grade class will soon be our newest alumni.  
This small but spirited group of 14 students will be the 
81st class to graduate from the halls of Blessed 
Sacrament.  Caps, gowns and diplomas will make our 
graduation ceremony on May 19th at 7 pm a wonderful 
memory. 
 
As some of our children are beginning their journey 
through the halls of Blessed Sacrament and some are 
preparing to leave them, please remember that we can 
always use your financial support to keep our school’s 
tradition of Knowing, Loving and Serving God an 
opportunity for all.  When you can not give from your 
pocket, please consider giving from your heart!  Every 
donation helps, no matter how large or small. 

 
We love our Alumni ! All are welcome to join us for 
graduations. 
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Blessed Sacrament's Table for Ten Endowment 
Fundraiser was held on February 16, 2007 at the 
Lincoln Country Club.  The theme this "All Corners of 
the Earth - Come Join Us as We Build Our Future".  
There were 18 table hosts who decorated their table s 
representing different countries around the world.  
Guests at the event were asked to vote for their 
favorite decorated table.  This year's winner was 
hostess Sharon Kresse whose table was decorated to 
represent The Republic of Fiji.  There were 178 gue sts 
in attendance who enjoyed a delicious meal followed  
by 3 hours of dancing.  All money made at this 
fundraiser goes directly into the Endowment Fund to  
draw interest for the future of Blessed Sacrament 
School.  Several alumni were in attendance this yea r, 
and we hope to see even more at upcoming events.  
Table for Ten for 2008 has been set for February 
21st.                                       - 
������
��	��	  

������#�������  

The events chairwoman, Cheryl Johnson 
(pictured far right with her husband Dick) 
enjoyed a fun filled evening surrounded by 
friends; John and Mary Larson, Greg and Joyce 
Colombe, and Gary and Rosemary Peatrowsky 
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The summer project list is in from our buildings and 
grounds coordinator Chris Beardslee. Our school is 
showing its age and needs some TLC. Please 
consider spending some time this summer helping to 
make repairs or aesthetic updates to our school and 
church. It is always wonderful for the children and 
staff to start a new school year with a fresh, clean, 
safe and exciting learning environment. The 
volunteer list is coming together and we would love 
to see your name on it. This is a fun and rewarding 
way to share your talents. Form your own work 
groups or teams. Any help is always welcome and 
there is enough work for all!  
Please contact Chris Beardslee with any questions or 
to sign up at 402-423-0960 or email: 
cbeardslee@sinclairhille.com 

����-��"���"�����������.�����+�
�
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Are you or someone you know separated from  
the Catholic church and ready to come home?    
The Come Home for Easter Program was held  

in April. Please keep these members of our  
Catholic faith in your prayers that they  

may find their way home.  For more  
information on this program, please call the  

Blessed Sacrament Rectory at 402-474-4249. 
�
�

�����
������1������"�������������������
This is a Catholic small group study for managing 

your money. Become a good steward  of your 
resources by spending your time  to foster your  
talent in managing your treasure.  Information 

available in April, with programs beginning in May  
or after.  Please call the Blessed Sacrament Rector y  

at 402-474-4249 for more information.  
 

Unable to attend but you still want to be a part?  
 Prayer is Powerful! Please consider praying for th e 

success of our parishioners. 
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I’m not quite sure who made the quote “all good things 
must come to an end” famous.  I can pretend it was my 
dad sharing his great wisdom as I licked the bowl of a 
delicious hot fudge sundae back in the fifth grade!    
My involvement in the Blessed Sacrament Alumni 
Association, has been a “good” thing - yet it is coming 
to an end. 
 

Back in 2002 when Father Sullivan, Jean Hoppe, Jan 
McConnell and I decided to create this Association, we 
knew there would be a lot of work ahead of us:  
addresses to research, databases to create, stories to 
write and open houses to host.   During the last six 
years, I have enjoyed working side by side with these 
individuals volunteering my time to build a sense of 
community among our alums. 
 

While there was work, it has also been a great deal of 
fun.  Learning about the current lives of so many who 
have allowed us to highlight their life stories has been 
inspiring. To see the culmination of God’s plans set 
forth five, twenty, thirty or fifty years ago with the 
students that sat in the chairs of Blessed Sacrament 
School has helped me visualize where my own children 
might be several years down the road.  Waiting to 
discover what gifts God blessed them with and how 
they will use those gifts in their adult lives.  To those 
who shared your stories with me, I thank you. 
�

�
���

I also thank those who have given financially to 
Blessed Sacrament School.  Through these donations 
the message is that many of you place value on what 
you experienced during your time here.  Monies have 
been used to purchase specific things for the school, or 
put into our endowment fund that will ensure long-
term funding in the years to come.  If any of you have 
called Michael Henkenius to discuss a planned gift to 
our school, thank you.  As with many Catholic schools, 
we survive on a shoe string budget and would like to 
do a better job of paying our teachers an equitable and 
just wage. 
 
As a final thank you, I want to acknowledge and thank 
Merry and Gina.  They will work with Jan McConnell 
who will continue to update the database with current 
names and addresses of our alum.  Jan has worked 
diligently from the beginning and has made 
tremendous contributions to the Alumni Association. 
 
  I’d like to close with another quote from Howard 
Thurman, American Theologian, Clergyman and 
Activist 1900-1981:  “Don’t ask what the world needs. 
Ask what makes you come alive, and go do it. Because 
what the world needs is people who have come alive.”   
Celebrate Easter and the Risen Christ, come alive, and 
do your part to make Him a part of our world.    
�

��	������	�����

The Newsletter Writers (from L to R): 
Merry Morrison, Gina Tanner and Angi McAndrew 
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My name is Merry Morrison. I grew up in Hastings 

and enjoyed a faith filled education by attending St. 
Michael’s grade school when I was little. I graduated from 
St. Cecilia High School in 1985. I then moved to Lincoln, 
met my husband Mike and this May we will celebrate our 
21st wedding anniversary. My husband and I live in 
Southwest Lincoln and have been members of the Blessed 
Sacrament Parish since 1992. We have 6 beautiful children, 
Katie, who just happens to be a Blessed Sacrament Alumni, 
is 15 and is a freshman at Pius. Here at Blessed Sacrament 
we have another daughter Sammie, she is 13 and in 8th grade, 
(soon to be another alumni), our son Wyatt is 10 and in the 
5th grade, our son Colt is 8 and in the 2nd grade, our youngest 
daughter Maddie is 5 and in Kindergarten and our youngest 
son Jacob is 2... and very good at it! He stays at home with 
me. 

 I work for Weight Watchers as a meeting leader 
currently and although I have held several different positions 
in sales and customer service over the years, I would have to 
say that being a Mom is the greatest of all my jobs. I 
volunteer for different activities and field trips here at the 
school when I can. One of my favorite things is being a 
“room mother” for Wyatt’s and Colts’ classrooms. I am also 
a volleyball fan, so I really enjoyed coaching all 3 years of 
my daughter Katie’s volleyball teams while she was here at 
the school.  

I consider it a privilege that I have been asked to 
write for the Alumni newsletter. I will be responsible for 
most of the content and articles that you will read. Being that 
I have a connection to the school through my children I am 
blessed to be able to share the stories of our students…past 
and present with all of you, our wonderful alumni.  

Through out the years I’ve helped with several parish 
and school events. When I think of all of the things that I’ve 
done, I know that I still haven’t given back enough to our 
good Lord for all that he has given to me and my family so I 
embrace this opportunity to give something back to our 
school, parish and most importantly to God. I look forward 
to meeting several of you at the All Class Reunion and I also 
can’t wait to hear from many of you via the internet. Please 
be sure to email me with any questions or personal stories 
and updates that you may have at: bs.alumni@hotmail.com.  

I look forward to keeping you updated and 
entertained with stories about the people that you walked the 
halls with, those that went before you and those who will 
soon walk in your steps.  

May God bless all of you and your families with a 
wonderful and safe summer.�

�������������	�

  
 
My name is Gina Tanner. I grew up in 

Central City, Nebraska, which is just northeast 
of Grand Island.  My family lived in a house just 
next door to St. Michael’s Catholic Church.  We 
took care of the church’s lawn, plants and trees – 
it was by no means a small yard.  I graduated 
from Central City High School in 1999 and 
headed off to Lincoln to attend college at UNL. 

I was very active at the University, 
serving as the Treasurer for my sorority, Alpha 
Xi Delta, and for my business fraternity, Alpha 
Kappa Psi.  It was at college where I met my 
husband.  After taking him to the Newman 
Center with me for several years, he joined the 
RCIA program at the Newman Center and was 
confirmed at the Easter 2003 vigil.  I graduated 
from the University in 2003 with my Bachelors 
degree in Accounting.  My husband and I spent 
the following year helping teach the RCIA 
classes at the Newman Center, which was a very 
enlightening experience.  We were married in 
2004, and welcomed our daughter, Gabriella, the 
following year.  We have been members of 
Blessed Sacrament Parish since 2005. 

 I work for the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln as an Accountant for the Library System 
and have held this position for the past year and 
a half.  Prior to working for the University, I was 
an Accounts Payable Accountant for Kabredlos 
Inc for three years.  I have also been the referee 
for the North American Martyrs middle school 
volleyball games for the past four years.   

I have always been on the artistic side, so 
having the opportunity to put some of my artistic 
abilities to use is going to be a wonderful 
experience.  I am still new to the church and do 
not have any children attending Blessed 
Sacrament yet.  This will be a great opportunity 
for me to get to know Blessed Sacrament School 
on a unique level before my daughter is old 
enough to attend.  There are many ways to serve 
God, and I am quickly finding that this is just the 
beginning of that path for me. 

I am excited to hear your stories and I 
look forward to working with Merry and 
learning more about Blessed Sacrament School – 
it’s past, present and future.   

��	����		���
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You are cordially invited… 
To an all-class reunion. 

Mark your calendars now and plan to join us Sunday 
September 28th for an afternoon of reminiscing, refreshments 
and rejoicing. We’ll begin our reunion with                           
the 11:30am Mass at the Church. This Mass                              
is being said for our Alumni, so please try to                            
join the Mass if you can. Then we’ll go over                             
to the gym for a couple hours of visiting with                       
your old friends and maybe even make some                         
new ones.  We’ll have tours available through                        
the school, scrap/photo books, coffee, punch, dessert and 
maybe even some entertainment. Please bring along any 
mementos you would like to share. If you are unable to 
attend Mass, you can meet us in the gym around 12:30           
to get started.  
 

Make a weekend of it! Pius Homecoming is Friday Sept. 
26, and there is a UNL home football game on Saturday 
the 27th.  What a great weekend! 
  

Questions? call Merry 402-477-6966 or email 
bs.alumni@hotmail.com 
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