
O u r  B l e s s e d  V o i c e s 
 B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t  C h u r c h 

What do you want to be when you grow up?  

When did you really know how to answer that question? Are you that person? As an 
adult, do you joke around and still say òWhen I grow up I want to be a éó? Did 
you ever consider a vocation to the priesthood or religious life? Three members of 
Blessed Sacrament Parish have. Karen Bonkiewicz, Ryan Kaup and Steve Mattern 
have heard a calling to a special vocation within the Church. 
 
Karen is the daughter of Bill & Joan Bonkiewicz. She is their only daughter and has 
two younger brothers. Karen first heard her calling to a religious life in the 3rd 
grade, although she did not think that was the type of life she wanted. She wanted 
to have fun and sports were a big part of her life. So, she silenced her feelings for 
twenty years. Karen is a graduate of Lincoln High and has her masterõs degree in 
Latin American Studies. She has taught at Lincoln High, Lincoln East and has   
traveled a great deal. At the age of 31 Karen realized Godõs plan for her was to   
experience a secular life before she began her religious vocation. Karen visited seven    
different convents before finding her home with the Marian Sisters near Waverly. 
Karen is currently in her second year of the nearly eight year process. Since answer-
ing her call Karenõs heart is full with peace and joy and she is certain her heart    
belongs exclusively to the Lord. 
 
Ryan Kaup is Randy & Sherry Kaupõs only child. He graduated from Blessed Sacra-

ment and Pius X Catholic Schools. In high school Ryan talked of attending a      

university out of state and becoming an advertising executive. His plans changed 

when he received a Regentõs Scholarship to the University of Nebraska at Lincoln 

(UNL). Ryan enjoyed his advertising classes, but he knew his future was somewhere 

else ð although he was not sure where. During the fall semester of Ryanõs second 

year of college he attended a retreat through the Newman Center. That retreat 

changed Ryanõs life; it opened his heart to his faith. Ryan soon found himself drawn 

more and more to the Newman Center and with the help of the Newman Center 

staff Ryan realized his calling was to St. Gregoryõs Seminary near Seward. Ryan does 

not believe most men wake up one day knowing that they want to be a priest. God 

gives us all signs of our vocations, as time passes the signs are bigger and easier to 

see. Ryan is in his second year at St. Gregory and said his favorite time of his day is 

the time he spends in prayer.  
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Vocation: a summons 

or strong inclination 

to a particular state 

or course of action; 

especially : a divine 

call to the religious 

life. 

Voca t ions  contõd 

Steve Mattern is the second oldest child of Ben and Maureen Mattern. Just like Ryan, 
Steve graduated from Blessed Sacrament and Pius X Catholic Schools. As a matter of 
fact, Steve and Ryan have been at the same educational institution all but two semesters 
of their lives. Their decisions to attend St. Gregory were completely independent of each 
other, although they both made them within two weeks of one another. During Steveõs 
second year at UNL he was unhappy with his life and the decisions he had made.  After 
some deep soul searching Steve realized the truest sense of happiness he had ever felt 
was the time he worked a TEC retreat. He loved the joy of helping others find Christ. 
Steve longed to have that sense of happiness again. That led him to St. Gregoryõs Semi-
nary. Steve grew up with the influence of priests as his parents have several priest 
friends and he has two great uncles that are priests. Growing up, someone was always 
asking him if he was going to be a priest. 
 
Ryan and Steve are both on schedule to graduate from St. Gregoryõs in May 2011. They 
will then be assigned to a seminary on the east coast for the discernment process. This is 
a necessary step to determine if it is God's will for them to have a vocation to the priest-
hood or another path.  

Please include these three members of our parish community in your prayers as they 
work towards their vocations.  

  Pictured below are:   Top left - Bill, Karen and Joan Bonkiewicz  Top right  - Ryan Kaup and Steve Mattern  

                   at their 1st Communion  Bottom left - Sherry, Ryan and Randy Kaup     

                  Bottom right - Ben, Steve and Maureen Mattern 
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                 by Lo is  Kor inek 
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Annual Corpus Christi Celebration 

Blessed Sacrament will host their annual Corpus Christi procession 

to honor Our Blessed Lord in the Holy Eucharist and to celebrate 

Feast Day.  

The procession  and celebration will take place Sunday, June 6th. 

Look for more information in the Church Bulletin as we get closer 

to the glorious day of  celebration. 

What a treasure we have in our parish in the devotion of Perpetual Eucharistic Adora-

tion!  With the church name of Blessed Sacrament it truly seems appropriate and fitting 

that we have Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration in our parish.  

In Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration, someone is present with our Eucharistic Lord 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.  Adorers typically spend one hour per week in adoration.  
This offers an opportunity to spend quality time with our Lord in a quiet and intimate 
setting, a respite and refuge from the world.  Adorers spend the hour praying, reading 
spiritual materials, meditating, or simply keeping Jesus company.  Adoration occurs in 
the church during the day and in the secured night chapel during the night. 

This year we celebrate 25 years of adoration in our parish.  On August 5, 1985 the par-
ish instituted Perpetual Adoration under the guidance and support of Father Peter 
Gadient, the pastor at that time.  When Fr. Gadient came to Blessed Sacrament in 1985, 
parishioners Lydia McCabe, Mary Young and Lois Korinek approached him about 
starting the devotion at Blessed Sacrament.  Fr. Gadient enthusiastically embraced the 
concept and promoted the devotion from the pulpit.  Three months later adoration 
started. 
 
Through the years there have been several people that have helped on the three-
member committee.  Lydia McCabe worked very diligently through the years until a 
little over a year ago.  Maureen Mattern, Charles Chace and Bill Bonkiewicz have also 
helped.  Cathy Rokke has been on the committee since 1995 and at the present time, 
she, Kathy Wobig and Lois Korinek serve on the committee. 
 
An interesting and little known fact is that our late Bishop Glennon Flavin had a holy 
hour on Friday evenings at Blessed Sacrament for a number of years.  Bishop Flavin 
was very happy to hear that we had started adoration and was asked if he would like to 
come to one hour, which he did.  The next week he called and wanted to know if that 
hour was an open hour because he would like to have it permanently, but to keep it 
quiet; after all, there were a number of other churches in the city that also had perpetual 
adoration.  Father Doug Dietrich also had a night hour with us all the years he was a 
student at the University of Nebraska. 
       Continued on page 6... 
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Matt Talbot Kitchen 

was founded in 

1992 by Mary 

Costello, with the 

help of Ruth 

McKinstry. 

Ma t t  Ta lbo t  K i t chen  and  Out r each 
              by Mary Jo  Bousek 

Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach has MOVED! Forced to relocate because of the  

Antelope Redevelopment Project and the purchase of the building from St. Vincent 

de Paul by Assurity Insurance Co., the building was scheduled for demolition around 

April 15th.  The Kitchen is now located at 2121 No. 27th St., just north of the Lin-

coln Water Department.  It includes the old Carnegie Library that houses a few of-

fices, and a brand new 9,000 square foot building that houses an enlarged dining 

room and kitchen, several more offices, a conference room, a child care room that is 

used when guests are in a class, laundry and restroom/shower facilities for the guests. 

 

Matt Talbot Kitchen (MTK) was founded in 1992 by Mary Costello, with the help of 

Ruth McKinstry, as a result of Calix interest to help the poor in Lincoln and was 

named after a recovering alcoholic Matt Talbot, who dedicated himself to helping the 

poor and homeless of Dublin Ireland. Matt Talbot is currently beatified but not yet 

canonized a saint. The Kitchen first used the former Daywatch room at 1911 R Street 

before expanding into the west area of the same building as its own facility. Origi-

nally serving only the evening meal from 5:30-6:30 pm, MTK eventually added the 

noon meal from 11:30-12:30. It now serves a free meal to anyone who shows up 

every noon and every evening of the year. At any one meal there could be between 

80 and 140 guests receiving a free meal - some are homeless but many are working 

poor, including families with  children. 

 

About ten years ago the Kitchen hired Susanne Blue as executive director and in ad-

dition to the feeding program, a variety of outreach services were established with 

the goal of helping the homeless and in helping to prevent homelessness. The name 

changed about that time to Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach to better describe its 

mission. The Outreach services include vision screening and eyeglasses in collabora-

tion with Professional Eyecare and Lenscrafters, a monthly foot clinic with Union 

College, a weekly food distribution site with the Center for People in Need and the 

Food Bank. In addition are: a transitional housing apartment for homeless men, an ID 

program to obtain Identification Cards for homeless individuals in order to secure 

employment or other benefits, a series of six-week Life Skills classes are offered, a 

homeless voucher/case management program and a substance abuse/mental health 

program. MTKO also receives phone messages for those who have no phone, as well 

as providing many referrals to other agencies for a variety of needs. 
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Matt Talbot Kitchen 

and Outreach 

 

Now Located at 

 

2121 North 27th St 

Lincoln, NE 

The furnishings in the new building include many donated items as well as 

items brought over from the old building.   

 

However, currently MTKO is still in need of $350,000 to finish paying its 

bills.  There is a flurry of prayers for the success of the Witness to Hope  

capital campaign.           

 

There will be a Witness to Hope "Wall of Compassion" at the west entrance 

to the dining room for the names of any individual, family or business that 

donates $500 or more to the campaign.   

 

Checks or inquiries may be directed to MTKO, P.O. Box 80935, Lincoln 

NE 68501 or call 477-4116.   

Upper left: Susanne Blue, MKTO Executive Director and 

Mary Jo Bousek 
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Lower left: The new dining room 


